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Notes  for  the  l£th  Annual  Reunion  of  the 
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to  he  held  at  Williamson  Park, 
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All  of  us  know  only  too  well  the  frightful  catastrophe  that  has  overtaken  the 


world.  What  is  worse,  nothing  has  been  constructively  solved,  and  it  looks  as  if  the 
great  destruction  and  vacuum  we  have  helped  create  in  central  Europe  were  but  a  no¬ 
man's  land"  extending  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Ealtic,  19GG452 

Today  we  use  the  peaceful  international  interlude  to  renew  the  sociability  of  the 
gathering  of  the  clan,  and  to  compare  notes  on  family  history.  That  history  in  its 
broader  scope  is,  of  course,  an  international  one,  as  Is  the  cane  with  American 
families  generally  for  genetically  we  are  Europeans  transplanted  to  the  Wij.d3  of 

America. 

To  me  interest  in  the  Espenschied  family  has  been  not  only  personal,  but  some¬ 
thing  of  ail  objective  folk  etudy.  The  direction  of  search  has  been  the  two-fold  one 

°f*  1)  tracing  the  arrivals  and  spread  of  Espenschieds  in  the  U.S.A.  down  thru  the 

years;  identifying  the  immigrants  and  determining  their  origins  in  Germany , 

so  far  as  possible;  , 

2)  trying  to  get  a  more  comprehensive  picture  than  we  have  of  the  origin  and 

spread  of  folks  of  our  name  in  Germany,  and  determining  the  lines  of  take¬ 
off  to  other  parts  of  the  world  in  accordance  with  the  great  migration  ou* 
of  the  Rhineland  eastward  within  Europe  and  westward,  overseas. 

All  this  forms  a  folk  picture  of  two  or  more  continents,  utilizing  for  tracing 
purposes  the  unusual  character  of  our  surname,  something  that  is  a  skeleton  sampling 
of  the  German  migratory  movement  as  a  whole. 

Naturally  the  war,  and  one’s  own  preoccupation  in  earning  a  living  has  slowed 
the  process  of  collecting  information  and  putting  together  this  interest  ng  nat  ional 

and  international  puzzle-picture.  But  it  is  also  true  *5®  t£0 

have  brought  returns,  some  of  them  grim  ones,  to  be  sure.  Altogether  during  h 
five-year  interval  since  our  last  meeting,  I  have  managed  to  consideraWe  to^our 

picture.  Of  course  these  findings  cannot  be  here  presented  in  detail.  But  I 
outline/  some  of  the  more  interesting  cases.  •  ‘  •  ** 

The  booklet  I  wrote  just  before  the  war' oh  the  German  Background  of  the  f amily^ 
promoted  interest  in  Espenschied  genealogy  both  here  and  in  Germany  and  acme  of  our 
returns  are  the  result  of  this.  Also,  the  church  record  data  of  the  villace 
Siefersheim  down  to  a3  recently  aa  1800  was  collated  and  sen  o  me  y 
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Fr.  Pabst,  Just  in  time  before  the  war.  So  that  during  the  war  period  we  have  had  a 
good  foundation  on  which  to  build. 


IN  THE  U.S.A. 

The  list  we  have  been  collecting  of  Espenschied  immigrants  known  to  have  arrived 
on  these  shores  has  now  increased to  about  thirty  distinct  family  units,  comprising  a 
total  number  of  Individual  immigrants  of  the  order  of  a  hundred,  this  over  the  last 
two  centuries.  No  wonder  there  are  something  like  a  thousand  people  of  our  name,  in 
one  form  or  another,  in  the  U.S.A.  and  probably  if  we  did  but  know  of  the  instances 
in  which  the  name  became  changed  beyond  recognition  we  should  find  many  more  of  our 
tribe. 


Immigrants  in  New  York. 


New  York  City  being  as  it  is  the  great  port  of  imbarkation  into  the  melting  pot,' 
many  must  have  been  the  Espenschied  arrivals  here,  down  through  the  years.  There  is 
evidence  that  more  of  them  than  we  realize  stayed  here  and  were  swallowed  up  in  the 
big  city.  For  example,  in  the  Luthern  Cemetery,  Middle  Village  Queens  Boro,  New  York 
City,  lies  Anna  Esponscheid,  2  years,  9  mo.,  21  days,  buried  1859  Aug.  22,  from  48th 
St.  &  2nd  Ave,  Manhattan.  Who  had  been  her  parents?  Could  she  have  come  from  this 
family  that  shows  up  in  the  i860  Census  of  New  York  City,  (recorded  in  Vol.57,  &3  of 
Ward  19,  1st  Div,  on  Ward  page  number  159): 


P.  Ebbencheid 
Mrs.  " 

Peter 
Johonat 
Margaret 

(Other  German  names  follow  in  the  list, 


32 

30 

6 

5 

1 


laborer,  born  Germany 

tl 

N.Y. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 


showing  a  German  neighborhood) 


What  member  of  our  tribe  was  this  family,  and  what  became  of  the  descendants? 


Noticing  in  the  telephone  directory  of  suburban  New  York  an  Espenschied  whom  I 
could  not  place,  back  around  1939  I  gave  him  a  ring.  Asked  him  if  he  would  be  good 
enough  to  tell  no  from  what  branch  of  the  family  he  came.  The  response  was  nil;  said 
he  was  not  interested,  and  hung  up.  The  following  year  I  tried  a  letter,  with  no  re¬ 
sult.  In  time  curiosity  got  the  better  of  me  and  in  1941  I  mustered  my  courage  and 
called  upon  him,  in  Valley  Stream,  Long  Island,  only  some  ten  miles  from  my  heme.  It 
was  a  Sunday  and  I  thought  he  would  be  home  -  Philip  Espenschied  -  I  presumed  to  be  of 
some  American  branch  of  the  family,  I  was  met  at  the  door  agreeably  enough  by  his 
wife;  but  I  could  detect  strangeness,  that  he  didn't  want  to  be  interviewed.  A  few 
exchanges  indicated  that  they  were  from  Germany;  then  I  got  it  that  he  was  from 
Siefersheim.  It  was  not  until  I  had  told  him  that  I  had  been  to  Siefersheim,  and  was 
able  to  substantiate  it  by  giving  the  name  of  the  Pastor,  that  Philip  would  open  up. 
Then  it  developed  that  he,  an  immigrant,  had  been  the  victim  of  a  swindle  and  that  he 
had  suspected  me  of  being  up  to  something,  and  had  in  fact  considered  turning  my  letter 
over  to  the  police.’  Well,  we  got  straightened  out,  and  I  wa3  glad  to  be  meeting  some¬ 
one  who  had  emigrated  directly  fren  the  Heimat.  He  and  his  wife  had  come  over 
1926;  born  in  1896  son  of  Heinrich  Espenschied  (b.  1865)  and  Eva  Espenschied  (her 
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maiden  name).  His  grand  parents  were:  Adam  and  Margaret  Espenschied  of  Siefersheim 
(Espenschied  being  also  her  maiden  name.').  So  in  Philip  we  have  a  concentration  of 
our  surname.'  He  is  of  reddish  complexion  as  have  been  many  of  the  Siefersheim  Es  I 
have  known.  They  now  live  on  a  farm  at  Kingston,  N.Y.,  postal  rural  route  3. 

Espenschiods  in  New  Jersey  near  Philadelphia. 

While  in  Philadelphia  in  the  Spring  of  1942,  Willis  C.  Esbenshade  and  I  looked 
over  listings  of  our  surname  in  the  telephone  book.  Not  being  able  to  identify  the 
connection  of  a  couple  of  Espenschieds  living  on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  river,  we 
drove  out  and  looked  them  up.  We  found  two  distinct  families  not  previously  Lnown  to 
us: 


Immigrants  from  near  Mannheim: 

A  family  stemming  from  Kirchheim  on  Eck,  Kheinpfalz. 

About  twelve  miles  north-east  of  Camden,  at  Beverly,  N.J.  we  found  running  an 
out-door  resort  called  Olympic  Lakes,  a  young  couple  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederich  Espenschied. 
Both  had  been  bom  in  Germany,  married  here.  He  had  come  over  in  1926,  when  l6,  from 
Lamportheim  near  Mannheim.  An  older  brother,  Wilhelm,  had  been  here  in  the  1920's  but 
had  gone  back  about  1929. 

From  Frederich  we  learned  of  an  uncle  August  Espenschied  living  with  his  family 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  at  631  Browning  Ave.  Correspondence  with  August  revealed  that 
he  had  come  over  when  22,  about  1903.  He  had  joined  in  Germany  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  and  emigrated  directly  to  Salt  Lake  City.  The  Mormon 
Church  has  a  great  genealogical  library,  rich  in  German  material.  With  the  aid  of 
this,  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  and  his  immediate  family  data,  August  has  sup¬ 
plied  a  comprehensive  Stammbaum  of  the  descendants  of  his  great-grandfather  Friedrich 
Espenschied  born  1780  at  Kirchheim  on  the  Eck. 


Espenschied  Family  of  Riverside,  N.J. 

On  this  same  trip  we  called  on  a  Carles  V.  Espenschied  of  398  Carroll  St., 
Riverside,  N.J.  He  proved  to  be  a  great  grandson  of  the  immigrant,  Philip  Espenschied, 
born  in  Germany  about  1812  who  appears  to  have  come  over  in  the  l840's.  Philip  bought 
real  estate  in  Riverside  in  1853  and  settled  there,  about  that  time  as  a  shoemaker. 

It  may  be  this  Philip  who  is  listed  in  Philadelphia  Directories  along  in  184-7-53.  He 
had  been  married  in  Germany  and  his  first  child  William  was  born  there  about  1840. 

This  William  served  in  the  Civil  War.  The  descendants  of  the  immigrant  Philip  have 
been  traced  but  not  completely. 
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A  Philadelphia  Espenshied  of  Lancaster  CO.  and  Virginia  Background. 


Another  of  the  Philadelphia  region  whom  Willis  and  I  looked  up  in  the  Spring  of 
1942  is  Eorrest  N.  Espenshied  who  conducts  a  Diner  on  Roosevelt  Boulevard  and  Fifth 
Street.  He  has  attended  one  of  the  family  reunions  and  was  listed  as  an  Associate 
Historian  for  the  1941  Family  Reunion,  His  father,  George,  came  over  a  babe-in-arms 
about  1849. 

The  grandfather  immigrant  of  Forrest  is  said  to  have  been  John,  and  to  have  been 
an  interpreter  at  Castle  Garden,  N.Y.  He  appears  to  have  lived  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.  He,  or  at  least  his  son  George  (Forrest's  father)  moved  to  Durham,  N.C.  and 
Stanton,  Va.  John's  son  John  remained  in  Lancaster  Co.,  at  Marrietta,  married  and  had 
two  children,  a  son  Lee  and  a  girl  who  is  understood  to  still  live  there.  Perhaps  it 
is  this  John  who  is  listed  in  Lancaster  County  Directory  for  1886,  as,  John  W. 
Espensheid  barber  home  44  Front  St. ,  Marrietta.  Is  this  Marrietta  branch  known  to 
anyone?  Any  information  on  the  immigrant,  John,  his  dates,  his  place  of  burial?  The 
son  George,  Forrest's  father,  diod  in  1935  at  86  and  is  burled  in  Washington  D.C. 


Espenschieds  of  Evansville,  Indiana. 

When  in  Siefersheim  in  193®,  I  was  asked  by  Pastor  Pabst  if  I  knew  of  a  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Philip  Klein  who  had  settled  on  the  Ohio  River  at  a  place  named  Evansville,  ex¬ 
plaining  that  they  were  from  Siefersheim,  had  then  recently  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary,  and  that  she  had  been  an  Eopenschied.  Little  did  the  good  pastor 
realize  the  distances  in  America,  that  Evansville  is  the  better  part  of  a  thousand 
miles  from  New  York,  and  that  New  Yorkers  seldom  venture  west  of  the  Hudson  River 
anyway.'  But  upon  my  return  I  communicated  with  Mrs.  Barbara  Espenschied  Klein,  and 
this  led  in  time  to  a  visit  to  Evansville  and  a  collecting  of  the  family  information. 
It  turns  out  that  three  distinct  Espenschied  lines  are  represented  there: 

1.  This  Barbara  Espenschied  Klein  1860-1944,  and  a  cousin 

Marguerite  Espenschied  Muller,  from  Siefersheim  and  vicinity, 

2.  Henry  Espenschied,  a  joiner,  of  the  Oberndorf  line,  born  in  Oberndorf  l86l. 

died  in  New  York  1930.  A  brother  Peter  and  a  sister  Magdalene  had 
settled  in  New  York.  They  had  come  in  the  l880's,  apparantly  from 
Kaiserslautern.  There  I  had  met  an  older  brother  Friederich  in  1937. 

3.  Johann  Espenschied,  1796-1889,  from  Siefersheim  who  came  about  1848  with 

a  goodly  family. 

It  appears  that  the  above  Barbara  Espenschied  was  a  second  cousin  of  the  father  of 
Philip  Espenschied  presently  of  Kingston  N.Y.,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  these  notes. 

A  sketch  of  these  families  has  been  written  and  given  to  some  descendants  and  libra¬ 
ries. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Espenschie&s  in  the  Toils  of  the  War. 

Many  must  have  been  the  Espenschieds  who  were  drafted  and  fought  on  each  side  of 
the  war.  During  a  war,  one  is  expected  to  be  definitely  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
Those  who  were  sufficiently  Christian  or  sufficiently  internationally  minded  to  have 
eschewed  the  war  were  "in  the  dog  house,"  ie.  in  disgrace,  and  this  included  the 
present  writer.'  Especially  out  of  luck  were  these  who  happened  to  have  been  in  the 
process  of  swapping  countries,  by  migration,  and  who  naturally  were  of  divided  alle¬ 
giance.  In  my  search  for  the  widespread  fruits  of  the  Espenschied  tree,  I  have  found 
two  whom  the  war  caught  In  this  predicament;  as  follows: 

You  may  remember  having  read  in  19^3  some  glaring  headlines  to  the  effect  that 
the  "FBI  Seizes  Nazis  Underground  Ring,"  and  were  non-plussed  to  have  found  included 
among  the  terrible  Nazis,  one  Ferdinand  Espenschied,'  Well,  in  1939  I  had  looked  up 
this  person  and  had  had  him  and  his  family  at  my  home.  A  more  modest  and  normal 
mechanic  one  would  not  care  to  meet.  Probably  he  did  belong  to  an  immigrant  society, 
perhaps  the  Bund,  as  was  natural  for  an  alien  not  yet  fully  settled.  He  had  been  in 
World  War  I,  had  suffered  in  the  post-war  depression  in  Germany,  had  come  over  in  the 
late  1920's  in  time  to  be  a  victim  .of  our  depression  of  the  early  1930’s,  He  and  his 
family  had  been  having  a  mighty  bad  time  of  it.  When  I  met  him  he  had  determined  to 
go  back  to  Germany,  and  did  go  a  week  or  so  thereafter  in  1939,  They  were  just  in  time 
to  get  into  World  War  II,'  Bof ore- -ve- -entered- -the—gonfllcby— I-had  learned—' that- a- ■  son . 

had  hnen-kl  Hod -on  the- -eastern  front!  Upon  the  appearance  of  the  newspaper 
advertising  blasts  of  the  FBI,  I  wrote  the  New  York  agent  E.E.  Conroy  inquiring  what 
Ferdinand  had  done.  Remember,  Ferdinand  had  left  the  country  before  the  war  started. 

I  received  the  obvious  alibi  reply  that  the  information  was  confidential,'  It  was 
while  in  Germany  In  1937  that  I  had  .met  his  aged  father  and  learned  of  the  presence 
here  of  Ferdinand.  The  father  was  Friederich  of  Kaisersla  utern,  hrother  of  Henry 
mentioned  under  Evansville.  They  are  of  the  Oberndorf  branch  of  the  family,  as  am  I 
on  iny  father's  3ide.  We  have  felt  especially  sorry  for  Ferdinand's  wife  who  has  had 
musical  training  and  appears  to  have  come  from  a  family  of  seme  culture. 

The  second  war  case  is  of  a  young  Espenschied  who  had  immigrated  a  few  years 
before  the  war,  had  married  here  a  girl  of  German  birth,  had  gone  back  on  their  wed¬ 
ding  trip,  and  had  then  had  a  son  born  to  them,  when  Pearl  Harbor  plunged  us  into  the 
war.  It  seems  that  Otto  had  written  to  his  mother  some  critical  remarks  of  Roosevelt's 
interventionist  policy  and  that  his  letter  was  intercepted  by  the  British  at  Bermuda. 
Not  being  a  citizen,  and  belonging  to  some  local  immigrant  society  in  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  in  the  Ridgewood  section  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  soon  after  our  entry  into  the  war 
Otto  was  arrested.  He  has  been  interned  ever  since,  and  only  this  July  released,  on 
parole.  A  second  son  was  born  to  them  soon  after  Otto  was  interned  at  El  Lis  Island. 
His  family  tree  is  interesting  since  it  represents  a  branch  new  to  us,  one  that 
sprouted  out  of  Siefersheim  in  one  Michael  Espenschied  b,l803  April  20  who  settled 
in  Orbis  to  the  south  east,  a  line  that  continued  down  to  the  south  Pfalz  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Windsberg  and  Thaleichweiler  some  ten  miles  east  of  Zweibrucken.  He  is  the 
latest  of  the  long  succession  of  Espenschied  immigrants  that  have  helped  make  the 
U.S.A.,  and  we  can  wish  him  well  in  now  starting  out  anew. 


IN  GERMANY 


*■  A  few  months  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  -  our  distant  German  cousins,  one 
who  in  fact  is  related  to  many  of  the  Pennsylvania  Espenshades-Esbenshades.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  the  wealthy  Rhine-wine  branch  of  the  family;  a  great -great  grandson  of 
Johann  Rudolf  Espenschied  born  Siefershexm  1715,  who  was  the  eldest  brother  of  the 
Valentine,  Peter,  and  Daniel  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1787.  The  great-great  grand¬ 
children  of  these  immigrants  would  be  fourth  cousins  of  this  person.  He  is  Helmut 
Espenschied,  born  1920  in  Wuppertal -Elberfeld  in  the  lower  Rhine  valley.  This  is  not 
the  Helmut  of  Metuchen,  New  Jersey  although  he  is  also  of  the  Rhine-wine  branch.  This 
new  Helmut's  father,  Edward,  was  a  wine  merchant,  and  lost  everything  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Elberfeld  in  19^3.  (Look  at  the  family  crest  frontispiece  of  my  booklet  on 
'The  German  Background  of  the  E.  Families,"  and  you  will  see  at  the  bottom  the  names 
of  his  great-grandfather  Heinrich  and  grandfather  Edward.)  Helmut  himself  is  an  elec¬ 
trical  engineer,  now  working  on  the  railroad  in  Germany  and  wondering  what  the  future 
holds  in  store. 

The  mention  of  Wuppertal  reminds  me  of  an  American  Espenschied  soldier  who,  amid 
the  ruins  of  that  place,  met  a  German  Espenschied  the  identification  of  whom  has  not 
yet  been  traced.  The  American  is  Virgil  of  Alhambra,  Illinois,  near  St.  Louis,  of  my 
own  branch  of  the  family  there.  He  passed  through  Now  York  on  his  way  to  the  European 
onslaught  and  again  on  his  return.  His  experience  was  thi3:  In  19^5  while  on  traffic 
duty  on  a  rubble-beset  crossing  in  Wuppertal,  a  middle-aged  man  begged  of  him  a  cig¬ 
arette.  In  response  to  Virgil's  question  of  where  he  lived,  the  man  said  he  used  to 
live  up  there,  pointing  to  a  gap  in  the  air  where  a  building  had  existed,'  The  brief 
conversation  led  to  Virgil's  seeing  him  again,  after  hours,  hoping  to  get  a  drink  of 
cognac.  His  name  proved  to  be  Fritz  Espenschied.'  He  seemed  to  be  a  man  in  his  50' s, 
was  married  and  said  that  his  branch  of  the  family  had  come  from  Coblenz.  At  another 
time  Virgil  met  in  Dusseldorf  a  Katherine  Espenschied.  She  was  single,  In  her  60's 
perhaps,  and  spoke  of  having  a  brother  Emil  who  had  sons  killed  In  the  war.  Since 
Virgil  was  not  in  the  army  for  purposes  of  genealogical  researching  the  information 
ho  gathered  is  thus  limited.  For  those  of  us  who  are  genealogically  curious,  it 
would  be  of  interest  to  place  these  folks  on  the  ever  spreading  family  tree. 

Recently  a  letter  was  received  from  Pastor  Fr.  Pabst  of  the  Siefersheim 
Evangelical  Church.  It  gives  evidence  of  the  trying  times  they  have  been  experienc¬ 
ing,  but  he  tell  us  that  the  village  and  inhabitants  survived  the  war  without  much 
destruction,  that  the  Church  is  all  right  except  for  some  stained  glass  windows,  and 
that  some  further  Espenschied  family  data  he  had  been  assembling  for  me  has  come 
through  intact.  It  is  fortunate  that  Germany  is  a  country  of  small  villages;  the  big 
destruction  was  of  the  large  cities.  Bad  Creuznuch  is  said  to  be  partly  destroyed. 


mu  :>L 


FARTHER  AFIELD 


Evidence  of  Espenschied  Migration 

Eastward  out  of  Germany  into  Austro -Hungary  in  the  1700’ s. 

In  1939,  Just  before  the  war  broke,  I  came  into  a  correspondence  with  one  Johann 
Espersidt  of  Bucharest,  Rumania,  who  was  inquiring  in  Germany  concerning  his  German 
ancestry,  (I  had  been  in  Bucharest  in  1937  but  had  not  then  dreamed  of  an  Espenschied 
being  located  there. )  He  proved  to  be  a  descendant  of  an  Espenschied  who  in  the 
eighteenth  century  emigrated  eastward  out  of  Germany  into  Austria-Hungary,  at  the  time 
of  the  German  Austrian  Empress  Maria  Theresia,  This  was  in  the  same  period  that  the 
Rhinelanders  were  coming  into  Pennsylvania,  This  particular  emigrant  was  named  Anton 
Esbeschit,  as  it  was  spelled  colloquially.  He  was  born  17^3  Aug,  3  £.t  Furfeld  (today 
in  Rheinhessen)  a  village  Just  west  of  Siefersheim,  son  of  Friedrich  Esberschit  and 
Anna  Maria  - ,  There  is  evidence  of  other  Es  having  likewise  emigrated  into  Hungary. 

This  Johann  Espersidt  of  Bucharest  appears  to  have  been  a  well-to-do  rubber  mer¬ 
chant,  My  last  letter  from  him  was  in  19^1.  After  that,  the  U.S.A.  involvement  in 
the  war  prevented  further  communication  with  him.  If  he  still  lives,  of  course  he 
is  in  the  Russian  occupation  zone  and  is  as  yet  unable  to  write. 

Meanwhile,  recently  I  have  received  a  letter  from  one  who  seems  to  be  another 
member  of  this  same  branch,  named  Anton  Esperschit,  He  writes  from  a  little  village 
in  Baden,  explaining  that  he  and  his  family  were  obliged  by  war  conditions  to  remove 
out  of  Rumania  into  Germany.  lie  ask3  for  clothing  and  inquires  about  conditions  here. 
There  he  is,  a  war  refugee  in  devastated  Germany I  have  responded,  sent  him  some 
clothes,  and  have  asked  for  information  about  his  Stammbaum.  For  anyone  wishing  to 
help  him,  his  address  is:  Anton  Esperschit,  17a  Wenkheim  -  132,  uber  Lauda,  Baden, 
Germany,  American  Zone. 


Other  Espenschieds  Far  Afield? 

This  makes  one  wonder  how  widespread  have  the  Es  been  distributed  about  the 
world,  in  keeping  with  the  outward  flow  of  peoples  from  Europe  in  the  last  several 
centuries?  I  have  heard  of  an  Espenschied  on  a  plantation  in  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Amazon,  near  Iquitos  without  having  been  able  to  identify  him.  It  is  well  known  that 
many  Germans  had  settled  In  the  1700's  in  the  Ukraine  and  are  now  under  Russian  rule. 
That  there  are  Espenschieds  among  them  i3  probable.  The  name  is  difficult  enough 

in  the  original  German  form;  what  would  it  be  like  when  Russianized? 


Lloyd  Espenschied 
99  82nd  Road 

Kew  Gardens  15,  New  York  City, 
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ESPENSCHIED  IMMIGRANTS 


A  List  of  -Those  Who  Crossed  the  Atlantic 
From  Germany  to  Settle  in  North  America. 

Arranged  Chronologically  In  Families. 

As  Yet  Incomplete;  and 
Including  some  Uncertain  Names. 


Assembled  by 

Lloyd  Espenschisd 
99  82nd  Road 
Kev  Gardens  15, 
New  York  City 

**  August  10, 19^ 


ESPENSCHIED  IMMIGRANTS 


ARRIVED 

NAME,  ETC. 

WHERE  SETTLED 

SOURCES;  REMARKS 

1710 

Michael  Henneschid,  age  36 
Anna  Catherina  30 

Casper  11 

John  Peter  1 

Maria  Sophia 

Probably  among 
Palatines  along 
Hudson  River, 

N.  Y. 

Doc.  Hist,  of  N.Y.  by 

0* Callaghan,  1850, 

Vol.III,  p.  340  "List  of 
the  Palatins  Remaining 
at  New  York  1710. " 

(Names  obviously  mangled) 

1710-1714 

Thomas  Escheidein's  Widow, 
one  of  the  Palatines; 
husband  probably  died  in 
crossing. 

Hudson  River,  HX 

Palatine  Heads  of  Families 
from  Gov.  Hunter's  Ration 
Lists.  Book  of  Names  by 
MacWethy,  pub.  Enterprise 
&  News,  St.  Johnsville, 
N.Y.,  1933 

1718-1729 

-  Espenshade? 

? 

Among  early  settlers  In 
Rupp's  Hist,  of  Lane.  Co., 
p.  132.  Was  Rupp  mistak¬ 
en? 

1730/11/30 

Eriederich  Elberscheidt 

(Elvereite)  age  24 
Margret  Elversite,  23 

Palatines  from  Germany  on 
ship  Joyce  into  Philadelphia 

? 

(Worth  looking 
up) 

Reference  (l)  l.e. 'Penn¬ 
sylvania  German  Pioneers," 
by  Strassburgher  &  Hlnke, 
1934.  His  signature,  Vol. 
II  p. 28&29;  may  have  been 
intended  for  Esberscheidt. 

1749/10/7 

Johann  Rudolph  Es -Scheldt  on 
ship  Leslie  Into  Phila. , 
among  400  from  Palatinate 
etc. 

? 

Ref.  (l)  Listed  as  Espich, 
but  signature,  Vol. II,  p. 
477,  looks  as  if  he  skip¬ 
ped  the  middle  part. 

1793/9/24 

(Streemchild  ) 

Jacob  ( Striemshield)? 
(Stremshild  ) 

Ship  Peggy  from  Rotterdam 
into  Phila. 

? 

Ref.  (1)  Vol.  I,  p.  545, 

547,549 
Vol. II,  p.  648 
his  signature 
written  for  him 
by  clerk. 

I764/H/5 

Jacob  Espenschied  on  the  ship 
Prince  of  Wales  into  Phila. 
from  Rotterdam. 

In  present  Mont¬ 
gomery  County, 

Pa. ,  in  Upper 
Hannover  Town¬ 
ship  during 
Revolution; 
thence  to  near 

His  clear  signature  re¬ 
produced  in  (l)  Vol.  II, 
p.  800.  Penn.  Archives, 
Hist,  of  Goshenhopper 
Reformed  Charge,  by  Hlnke* 
Sunbury,  Pa.  records  of 
wills. 

Reference  (l)  "Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers, "  by  Strassburgher  &  Hinke,  1934 
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(1764/11/5 

Jacob  Espenschied  continued) 

* 

Brothers : 

Sunbury  Pa. 
Progenitor  .of 
Montgomery,  & 
Berks  Co. 
Espenships- 
Espenshades, 

\ 

1787 

Joh.  Valentine  b,176o/7/l3 

near  Harrisburg,  J 

Siefersheim 

Daulphin  Co.  Pa. 

Joh.  Peter  b.1763/4/20 

Lancaster  Co.Pa.' 

Siefersheim 

/ 

Joh.  Daniel  b.1765/8/11 

Siefersheim 

Lancaster  Co.Pa.! 

Brothers,  prcgai-  / 

itors  of  many  / 
present-day  | 
Espenshade3-  1 
Esbenshades  of  \ 
Penn.  1 

Jan.  Philip  Spelshus 

? 

1804/8/27 

Lud.  Eppelschier 

? 

1807/9/28 

Elizabeth  Eppelshein 

(were  they  an  Espenschied 
couple? ) 

? 

1820 's? 

Johannes  Espenschied 

Cornwall  near 

b.  1789/7/1  Kreuznach 

Lebanon  Pa. 

d.  1854/3/8  U.S.A. 

Descendants? 

A  nephew  of 
Valentine, 

Peter,  Daniel, 

above. 

? 

Henry  B.  b.  1803/12/17? 

Lancaster  Co.Pa 

m.  1835/11/17 

one  mile  north 
of  Intercourse, 

Descendants. 


1834 


Heinrich  Espenschied  ago  18 
from  Hesse  Darmstadt 


Siefersheim  Church  Rec¬ 
ords.  Family  traditions. 
Published  accounts,  which 
contain  errors.  County 
&  Cemetery  records 
Ref.(l)  lists  John  Daniel 
Spenscheld  arriving  on 
Ship  Dorothea  1787/10/14 
Other  two  brothers  do 
not  appear  in  Ref.(l)  On 
p.24,  Vol.III  on  Ship 
Nord  America  is  a  Jan. 
Valentine. 

So  spelled  in  Ref,  (l)  on 
same  ship  with  John  Daniel 
Spenscheld  above. 

on  the  Rebecca  from 
Amsterdam 

on  the  Ship  Mechanic  from 
Amsterdam.  Book  (l) 

Inf.  from  Ger.  family 
records  through  Helmut 
E.  below  b.  1894 


Gravestone  Zeltenreich 
Ref.  Ch.,  Lane.  Co.  Pa. 
Family  records.  Bridgen'e 
Atlas  of  Lane.  Co,  Pa. 
shows  in  Leacock  Town¬ 
ship,  H.  Espenshade. 

Naturalization  petition, 
Lancaster  dated  IS38/4/16 
Signature  clearly  as  in¬ 
dicated,  yet  name  filled 
in  as  Esbenshade. 


$ 
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1834/8/22 

John,  age  44  from  Hesse 

? 

Passenger  list  of  Ship 

Darmstadt,  into  New  York 

on  same  ship  as 
John  Espenschied 
age  21  of  family 
following 

Normandie  Original  in 
National  Archives,  Wash. 
D.C. 

1834-35 

Johann,  b.l79l/l0/l6 

East  of  Roches¬ 

The  two  Johns,  listed  on 

Siefersheim, 

ter  at  Alton, 

Ship  Normandie  into  N.Y. 

&  wife  nee, 

Wayne  Co. ,  N.Y. 

1834/8/22.  Original  list 

Catherine  Fitting 

Name  later  spel¬ 

in  National  Archives. 

&  children: 

led  Espenscheid 

Wife  &  other  ch.  came  in 

John 

Descendants 

1835,  Fall. 

Karl 

spread  from  NYC 

Family  information. 

Barbara 

to  west. (Present 

Recorder  of  Deeds,  Lyons 

Lawrence 

Andrew 

Nicholas 

Philip  Jacob 

Lewis 

writer  one  of 
them  on  his 
mother's  side.) 

N.Y. 

1835-40 


1854 

1833-43 


3  Brothers*  , -  _ 
Frederick  b.1815 


Adam  H.  b.  1820/10/4 
Wonoheim,  Hessen  Darmstadt 


Philip  b.  1822 


A  cousin  of  above: 
Frederich 

b.  I833/5/3I  Wonsheim 


Williamsport  & 
Renova,  Pa. 

Descendants 
Alton,  Wayne  Co. 

N.Y. 

m.  Barbara 
Espenschied  of 
Wayne  Co.  E. 
family 

Descendants 
Williamsport , Pa .  | 
then  NYC  east 
side.  Descen¬ 
dants  Flushing 
L.I.  etc. 


Family  Knowledge, 
Interviews;  Records 
Williamsport  Pa. , 

Wayne  Co.  N.Y.  &  N.Y.C. 


Mifflintown,  Pa.  Mary  Fanny  Espenshade 
descendants  of  Mifflintown  Pa. 


Johann  Jacob  b.  179^/9/27 
prob,  Marnheim,  Palatinate, 
&  ch: 

Jacob 
Johann 
Johann  Adam 
Louisa 
Christina 


St.  Louis  Mo. 
area,  at 
Belleville ,  Ill. 
Many  descendants 


Interviews.  Family  Bible 
Record.  Library,  Belle¬ 
ville,  Ill. 

Johann  arrived  N.Y.  -  / 
1833/6/20  with  notable 
party  of  Theo.  F.  Engle - 
mann  and  Gustav  Koerner, 
on  Ship  Logan,  original 
Ship  manifest  in  National 
Archives. 


i 
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1840-53 


Peter  b.  1793/7/19  Obemdorf 
vife 

Marie  Philippine  Spies 
&  ch. 

Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Philip 
Frenger) 

Katherine 

Jacob 

(Philippine  remained  in 
Ger) 

Louis  (first  to  come,  }£4o) 

Henry 

Frederick 

Karl 


St.  Louis  Mo. 
area;  at  St. 

Louis  proper 
&  farms  N.E. 
at  Marine,  Ill. 
Many  descendants, 
(including  the 
writer  on  father's 
side. ) 


Family  data;  Records  St. 
Louis,  &  Madison  Co., 

Ill.  Louis  &  cousin  Jacob 
Spies  came  on  Ship  Charles 
Garroll  into  N.Y. 
l84o/4/20;  original  mani¬ 
fest  in  National  Archives. 


1840's 


l840's- 
1850' s 


1850 

about 


3  Brothers : 

Johann,  b.l8l5/l/l4 
Marnhoim 

Henry, 


Adam,  b. 1828/12/24 

Mamheim 


3  Brothers: 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Descendants 
from  Cincinnati 
vent  elsewhere - 
Louisville, 
Evansville, 
Belleville? 
near  Cincinnati 
at  Spades 
(Penntown) 
Indiana 

Descendants 


,\  Interviews  with  descend¬ 
ants;  a  Family  Bible; 
County  records. 


Riilip  b.  1878/9/15 

In  Ohio,  near 

Marnheim 

New  Phi  la. 
Tuscarawas  County 
at  Ragersville. 

Simon  b, 1820/5/16 

Many  descendants 
including  Fred 
Espenschied  of 
Hartville,  Ohio 

Heinrich,  b.  — 

P.  Ebbensheid 

New  York  City 

b.  about  1828 

Mrs.  "  b.  "  1830 

Descendants,  yes 
what  became  of 
them 7 

Fred ' k  W.  Ebenhoit 

New  York  City 

b.  about  1819 

Descendants, 

yes 

Interviews;  Family  Bible 
County  Records. 


In  i860  Census;  N.Y. 

Vol.  57;  N.Y.  City  Ward 
19  1st.  Div.,  p.  159 
(National  Archives,  Wash. 
D.C.).  In  i860  had  3  ch. 
oldest  6  born  N.Y. 

LutheranCemetery,  Middle 
Village,  Queeneboro,  NYC 
buried  1895 /n/6  nged  76 
Died  at  282  11th  Ave,NYC 
Other  interments  of  this 


family. 


0 


? 


1847 

about 


1847 


1847-50 


1867-8 
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Jacob  Eschied 


New  York  City 


Barbara  Ehscheid 


New  York  City 


John  Espenschied 
b.? 

wife  &  son: 

George  Conrad 
b.  about  1849  in  Ger. 
(d.  1935  at  85) 


? 


Durham,  N.C. 
Stanton,  Va. 

A  brother  John 
born  U.S.A. 
Settled  Marietta, 
Lane.  Co.  Pa. 


Philip  Espenschied 
b.  about  1812 
wife  &  son: 

William  b.  about  1840 
in  Hesse -Darmstadt. 


near  Camden,  N.J. 
at  Progress,  now 
Riverside,  a 
shoemaker. 


(Philip  is  reported  by  des¬ 
cendants  to  have  had  two 
brother  immigrants;  one 
stayed  in  N.Y. ,  other  went 
west. ) 


Johann 

b.  Siefersheim,  1796/9/- 
&  his  youth: 

Marguerite 

Peter 

Katherine 

Jacob 

Henry 

Philippine 

Elizabeth 

Mary  A. 

Marguerite 

b.  1832/3/29  Siefersheim? 
wife  of  Nicholaus  Muller, 
cousin  of  Barbara  who  came 
18 86. 


Evansville, 

Indiana 


Evansville, 

Indiana 

Muller  (Miller) 
descendants 


Burled  Luth.  Cem. 

(above)  1883/2/13,  58 
yr. ,  from  Canal  &  Elm 
St.,  N.  Y. 

Bur.  Luth.  Cem.  (above) 
I872/IO/19,  removed  from 
Evergreen  Cem. ,  Died  i&7 
1872/7/27,  age  47. 


Descendant : 

Forrest  N.  Espenshied 
of  Phila. ,  Pa. 


Descendants,  Riverside, 
N.J. ,  Old  Phila.  Direc¬ 
tories;  Real  Estate 
Records 


19G6452 


Interviews,  descendants; 
Oscar  Topf,  Evansville. 


Evansville,  Muller 
descendants,  through 
Oscar  Topf 


■ 
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l880's 


1886 


1903 


1924 

about 


1926 


Sister  tc  2  brothers: 
Magdalene  (Helen) 
b.  I853/IO/13  Obemdorf 

Peter,  a  baker 
b.  I856/7/3O  Obemdorf 

Heinrich,  a  joiner 
b.  1851/7/7 

a  son  of  their  brother 
Friederich,  namely 
Ferdinand,  is  listed  as  of 
1927. 

Barbara 

b.  Siefersheim  I860/3/I 
wife  of  Philipp^  Klein, 

a  cousin  of  Marguerite  who 
came  1867. 

August  b,  1881/3/19 
Kirchheim  am  Eck, 
Rheinpfalz. 

a  nephew: 

Wilhelm  b.  1902 /5/28 


a  brother: 

Fredrich  b.  1910/1/7 

Lampertheim 


New  York  City 
married  Friedrick 
Huber 


New  York  City 
Evansville,  Ind. 


Interview  with  their 
brother  Frederich  in 
Kaiserslautern  1937/ 

6/ 20,  Woodlawn  Ceme¬ 
tery,  N.Y,;  Evansville, 
Ind. 


Evansville,  Ind.  Correspondence  with  her; 

Klein  descend-  Oscar  Topf. 

ants 


Salt  Lake  City,  From  h©  himself 
Utah 

Descendants 


in  Salt  Lake  His  brother,  below 

City  about  5  yrs. , 
returned  to  Ger¬ 
many,  about  1929. 

Beverly,  near  He  himself 

Camden,  N.J.  in 

1941 


1922 


1924 


1925 


Lilly  b.  Wiesbaden  1897 

a  sister 

Erna  b.  London  1899 


Helmut  (Ph.D.  Chemistry) 
b.  l894/ll/20  Rudesheim 

sister 

Elisbeth 

b.  1896/3/22  Rudesheim 


E.  Stroudsburg,  below 
Pa. 

now  Mrs,  Kellog 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
160  Sterling  St. 

in  1937 


Interview  1937/ll/l8. 
Daughter  of  Jean  Espen- 
schied,  a  barber, 
b.  Frielaubersheim, 
1867?  a  brother  of  Wil¬ 
liam  of  Wiesbaden. 


New  York,  then 
Metuchen  N.  J. 


New  York 
married  Conrad 
Heintze 


They  themselves; of 
the  Rudesheim,  Bingen, 
Coblenz  Rhine -wine 
branch  of  family. 


$1  an  'J-  sli  1 
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1926 

Philipp 

Valley  Stream, 

He  himself 

* 

b.  I896/7/2  Siefersheim 
vith  wife  Johanna  Lorentz 

L.I.,  N.Y. 

Then  Kingston, 

N.Y. 

1927 

Ferdinand 

b,  1888/5/28  Kaiserslautern, 
Rheinpfalz 

West  New  York, 

N.J. 

Family,  with  two 

He  himself 

1929 

his  wife 

Elisabeth  Daum 
with  children  born  Ger. : 
Ferdinand,  Jr. 

Elizabeth 

U.  S.A.  bom  chil¬ 
dren,  returned  to 
Germany  Spring  of 

1939. 

1930/8/13 

Otto 

b.  1908/9/13  Taleichweiler 
near  Zweibrucken, 
Rheinpfalz 

Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
City,  at  Ridge¬ 
wood,  where 
married.  In 

detention  camp 
during  war! 

He  himself 

Added : 

About 

Balthaser,  b.  about  17 87 

Hamburg,  near 

Adam’s  son  John  of 

1850 

wife,  &  son: 

Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Hamburg,  N.Y.  &  John's 

Adam  b,  about  1832 

First  tried 
Wisconsin 

son  Adam  A. ,  Ph.D. 
Chem.  of  Georgetown 
Univ,  Wash.  D.C. 

